PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING – MINUTES 
JUNE 23, 2010 – 7:00 PM

  NEW HARTFORD TOWN HALL- 530 MAIN STREET

PRESENT:
Chairman James Steadman, Ken Heyse, Gil Pratt, Ted Stoutenberg; Alternates Indrek Buttner and David Krimmel; Land Use staff CZET Rista Malanca and Recording Secretary Stacey Sefcik.

ABSENT:
Dan LaPlante; Alternate David Jones.
Chairman James Steadman called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.  David Krimmel was seated for Dan LaPlante.  All regular members present were seated for the evening.  The entire proceedings were recorded on audio tape and are available in the Town Hall.

1.
DISCUSSION WITH LENARD ENGINEERING – PROPOSED LOW-IMPACT DEVELOPMENT (LID) CHANGES TO THE ZONING REGULATIONS.

Todd Parsons, PE, of Lenard Engineering addressed the Commission to present proposed additions to the Zoning Regulations.  Mr. Parsons explained that the Town had obtained a LID grant from the State Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and that as a result, he and Town Planner Martin Connor, AICP, had reviewed current regulations and made LID recommendations.  Mr. Parsons then briefly reviewed with the Commission stormwater quality issues and how LID techniques were more beneficial than traditional stormwater drainage approaches.


He distributed a document entitled “Section 6.8 – Stormwater Management Standards” which he suggested that the Commission read and consider adding to the draft Zoning Regulations now under review.  Mr. Parsons explained that the Commission’s current regulations only briefly mentioned LID techniques as a part of required site plans.  He proposed adding an additional chapter to the Zoning Regulations that specifically addressed LID techniques and which also required applicants to submit maintenance plans.  Mr. Parsons also distributed a Memorandum dated June 9, 2010 with additional proposed changes to the Zoning Regulations and suggested that the Commission review these regulations and consider adding them to the Zoning Regulations As well. 

Mr. Parsons explained that the proposed changes were in line with the Town’s Plan of Conservation and Development and could in fact save the developers money as LID techniques were often less expensive to maintain and repair than traditional methods.  Mr. Parsons explained that work would also be done to incorporate LID recommendations into both the Subdivision Regulations and the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations.
2.
DISCUSSION OF DRAFT ZONING REGULATIONS DATED MARCH 2010.

The Commission discussed the most recent draft of the Zoning Regulations with Interim Zoning Enforcement Officer Rista Malanca and Commission attorney Mark Branse.  The Commission reviewed definitions and agreed to the uniform use of certain key terms throughout the regulations in order to improve clarity and consistency.  The Commission discussed camping vehicles, trailers, and mobile homes and came to agreement regarding their definitions.  They also discussed shared driveways and agreed to change the term “common drive” to “private road” for clarity.  They also agreed that a definition for “Forestry” and “Certificate of Zoning Compliance” was necessary, and agreed to eliminate a list of exclusions from the Home-Based Business definition.  The Commission began a discussion of the regulations pertaining to junk; however, they agreed to continue this discussion at the next review meeting.
MOTION Mr. Stoutenberg, second Mr. Pratt, to adjourn at 9:50PM; unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,

Stacey M. Sefcik
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