PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING – MINUTES 
APRIL 28, 2010 – 7:00 PM

  NEW HARTFORD TOWN HALL- 530 MAIN STREET

PRESENT:
Chairman James Steadman, Ken Heyse, Dan LaPlante, Gil Pratt, Ted Stoutenberg; Alternate Indrek Buttner; Land Use staff CZET Rista Malanca and Recording Secretary Stacey Sefcik.

ABSENT:
Alternates David Jones and David Krimmel.
Chairman James Steadman called the meeting to order at 7:03PM.  Dan LaPlante arrived at 7:05PM.  All regular members present were seated for the evening.  The entire proceedings were recorded on audio tape and are available in the Town Hall.

1.
PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION WITH JIM HART, RRDD#1 – TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE ZONE CHANGE AND FUTURE USES:



Jim Hart, Landfill Manager of RRDD #1, addressed the Commission to ask for input regarding a possible zone change for RRDD #1 land within New Hartford.  Mr. Hart explained that their New Hartford property is currently zoned residential, which meant that the landfill was currently a nonconforming use.  He then explained the Environmental Land Use Restriction on the property as a part of the Superfund cleanup efforts which required that the site not be used for residential purposes.  Ms. Malanca explained to the Commission that while the landfill was not expressly prohibited, it was not listed as permitted in any zone within the Town.  The Commission’s attorney, Mark Branse, then suggested that the Commission consider creating a Reserve Land Zone that could include RRDD #1, MDC, Town land, and other utility lands within the Town.  He explained that owners in these zones could use the land for any activity specifically stated within their charter by special permit.  The Commission discussed the benefits of a Reserve Land Zone and agreed that they would incorporate this zone within the new draft zoning regulations.  Mr. Branse agreed to forward sample language to the Commission.
2.
DISCUSSION WITH ATTORNEY MARK BRANSE – TO DISCUSS COMMISSION’S CONCERNS:
The Commission discussed with Mr. Branse the Commission’s responsibility to appoint the Town’s Zoning Enforcement Officer and how that fit in with the Town’s right to hire and fire employees.  The Commission agreed to ask to be added to the agenda of the next Board of Selectmen’s meeting, so as to get information and provide input regarding the status of the Zoning Enforcement Officer/Land Use Administrator position.
The Commission next discussed the issue of applicants who cancel their appearance at their Public Hearings with inadequate notice.  Mr. Branse reiterated that the Commission has the right to continue the Public Hearing in their absence and to close the Public Hearing and render a decision.

3.
DISCUSSION OF DRAFT REGULATIONS DATED MARCH 2010 WITH ATTORNEY MARK BRANSE:


The Commission briefly reviewed Mr. Branse’s suggested changes to the March draft of the Zoning regulations.  They then discussed the upcoming public information session and topics that were likely to be discussed by those attending.  The Commission then discussed with Mr. Branse the issue of outdoor wood-burning furnaces and the reasons they believed this matter should be addressed via Town ordinance.


MOTION Mr. Stoutenberg, second Mr. Heyse, to adopt the following resolution:


Resolved: That the Commission recommends to the Board of Selectmen that it consider an ordinance to regulate or prohibit outdoor wood-burning furnaces if, in its discretion, such an ordinance is desirable.  The Commission has received complaints concerning such furnaces, but feels that regulation under the zoning power is less effective and less suitable than the ordinance power.


The motion was unanimously approved.

4.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PROPER TO COME BEFORE THE COMMISSION:

No other business was discussed.


MOTION Mr. Stoutenberg, second Mr. Heyse, to adjourn at 9:15PM; unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Stacey M. Sefcik
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